SPOTLIGHT

WELL-CRAFTED TECHNOLOGY

Wren Kitchens and Hymmen
by Industrial Print Magazine Staff

Wren Kitchens, based out of the U.K,, is well
known worldwide—U.S. manufacturing and
distribution is based out of PA—thanks to its
ability to make bespoke kitchen design af-
fordable. It offers over 35 years of experience
crafting modern- to country-stylized kitchen
cabinets, doors, and worktops.

While the kitchen manufacturer’s dedication to
the customer’s vision of their new kitchen hasn’t
changed in decades, what has transformed is the
technology used to create these well-crafted, du-
rable pieces.

In 2023, Wren Kitchens' UK. facility imple-
mented Calender Coating Inert (CCI) technology
from Hymmen GmbH Maschinen- und Anlagen-
bau, which is a lacquering technology for mir-
ror high gloss and super matte surfaces. Its CCI
production line includes portals for loading and
stacking, several transport units as well roller ap-
plication machines to apply primer and base coats
to MDF and/or chipboard surfaces.

Further explanation of the line is included

|

here, as cited from Hymmen'’s internal case study on the proj-
ect, titled Wren Kitchens counts on high end lacquer finishes
with the Calender Coating Inert technology of Hymmen.

“In the CCI process for gloss surfaces a functional foil is
laid onto the lacquer coat, which is not cured yet. The lacquer ~ Hitting All the Marks

film is cured through the
foil with an UV module
under inert conditions. For
matte surfaces an excimer
is used. In this case the CCI
calender is raised so that
the lacquer is pre-gelled
with a LED UV module be-
fore it is then matted with
the excimer. For both pro-
cesses then the final curing
takes place with UV mod-
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The success at the market proves
that we meet the highest quality
standards combined with an
attractive price strategy.”

— Raf Klimek, manufacturing and logistics director, Wren Kitchens
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ules. Not all the machines are in use for every end product. De-
pending on the color, level of gloss, and the finish requirements
Wren Kitchens uses different recipes.”

The kitchen manufacturer
needed a technology that
was flexible—customers
are able to choose from
upwards of 40 colors when
designing their Kkitchens;
economical—the produc-
tion process must reflect
savings which can be
passed on to the customer;

1. Example of a kitchen designed
and produced by Wren Kitchens.
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and high in quality. Hymmen's CCI tech-
nology offers all three of these features
to Wren Kitchens’ production facility.

With the CCI, flexibility is met easily.
Lacquer colors can be swapped out and
any change of gloss grade is possible
without converting the lacquer system.

Economically, the CCI line’s working
width of 2,300 millimeters and the cor-
responding speed allows it to reach in-
dustrial capacities.

Finally, high-quality standards are up-
held thanks to the inert curing process,
which improves not just the optical prop-
erties of the surfaces, but the technical
properties as well.

The inert method used by Hymmen
minimizes dust contamination during
the production process, as well as the
possibility of lacquer cracking caused
by irregular finish structures. Compared
to standard UV curing, CCI technology
offers even higher chemical and scratch
resistance.

Hymmen's CCI technology proves
its worth. “The success at the market
proves that we meet the highest quality
standards combined with an attractive
price strategy,” shares Raf Klimek, man-
ufacturing and logistics director, Wren
Kitchens. iPM
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